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this Nation, whoſe Happineſs and Liberty are ſup- 


| Manufactures, Traffick, and Navigation, to defend 
and cheriſh every Branch thereof, left the Loſs of 
ar particular Trade, might break the Chain of 


THOUGHTS 


ON THE 


WooLLEN MaNUFACTUREs of 


ENG LAN D, &c. 


HE Buſineſs of Trade is ſo inti- 
Be mately woven with the Intereſt of 
States, that it is become the Duty of 
the greateſt Men, to enquire into the 
5D true Condition of it: And you are 
too ſenſible of the Benefits England obtains by her 
general. Commerce, not to think it incumbent on us 
to purſue all proper Means for its Preſervation. 
You know the mutual Dependance one 'Trade has 
upon another, and you ſee how neceflary it is for 


ported by the Riches and Power we acquire by 


Commerce, 
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Commerce, and render the Attempts of jealous and 
deſigning Neighbours, to ſupplant us therein, more 
effectual. But above all, you are too well acquainted 
with the Conſequence of the Woollen ManutaQtures, 
to the general Intereſt of this Kingdom, not to look 


with a jealous Eye, on the great Improvements 


made therein, by ſome of our Neighbours, who 
are become rather more than Rivals to us in this 
Trade. And you will readily agree, that the ſpee- 
dieſt Means ought to be uſed, in order to recover 
thoſe Branches of our Traffick, which are impaired 
by Miſtakes in our former Conduct. I will not 
therefore make any Apology for this Letter, which 
is on a Subject wherein the Intereſt of England is fo 
nearly concern'd. 


Ir is needleſs to enquire into the natural Cauſes, 
why the Wool of England and Ireland is ſo well 
adapted to the making of Manufactures. For whe- 
ther it proceeds from the Temperature of the Air 
in theſe Iſlands, that our Wool is not ſo coarſe and 
hairy as in France, and moſt other Countries, nor 
ſo ſhort and ſoft as in Spain; or that the good Qua- 
lities of our Wool proceed from other Cauſes, it 
matters not: for it is ſufficient to my preſent Pur- 
poſe, that it is generally allow'd, our Wool is of ſuch 


a Nature, as renders it proper for all thoſe Kinds of 


Manufactures, which are of moſt general Uſe. This 

Foreigners have at all Times been ſo ſenſible of, 
that when we were only, as it were, Shepherds for 

the Manufacturers of the Continent, England was 

courted for the Staple or Market of her Wool, 
which carry'd Plenty to every City it was ſettled in. 

But in thoſe Days Trade was nor the Buſineſs of 
England, and our Kings were contented with the 

Revenue brought into their Exchequer, by the grand 

Cuſtom, and Fines for Licences impos'd on the Ex- 

portation of Wool, | | 
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Ar length ſeveral Accidents contributing to 
change the Conſtitution of our Government, to a 
more peaceable Complection, People turn'd their 
Heads to Improvements in Trade, for which this 


Country is ſo happily ſituated. And Queen Eliza- 


beth, who laid hold on every Opportunity to en- 
large the Commerce of her Subjects, taking Ad- 
vantage of the Civil Wars on the Continent, granted 
Privileges to the Manufacturers of the Lou-Coun- 
tries, who fled from the Spaniſh Oppreſſion, and 
eſtabliſh'd amongſt us thoſe ManufaQtures of Wool, 
which ſoon prov'd the chief Foundation of our ge- 
neral Commerce, and afterwards became the Envy 
of all our Neighbours. 


Ir is not neceſſary to our preſent Purpoſe, to 
take a particular View of the ſeveral Laws made 
for Improving this Branch of our Trade: I will 
therefore only in general obſerve, That the carry- 
ing of Wool out of the Kingdom was prohibited, 
and our Woollen Manufactures were ſo properly 
encourag d, that we ſoon became the moſt conſide- 
rable Clothiers of the World. And in order to make 
the Benefits of this Trade center in England, we 
prohibited the Exportation of Wool and Woollen 
Manufactures from Ireland to any Foreign Realm or 
Dominion, or to any other Place, but a few Ports 
in England and Wales, of which I ſhall hereafter 
take more particular Notice. | 


You are too clear-ſighted in Affairs of this Na- 
ture, to approve of their Policy who are for creat- 
ing an imaginary Diſtinction, between the Intereſt 
of England and that of Ireland: For you readily 
perceive, that Men who look on Things in this wrong 
Light, frequently form Opinions that prove hurt- 
ful to the Intereſt of England. It is certain, the 
Advantages ariſing from Ire/and ought always to 

4 B 3 reſult 


— — — 


4 J. 

| reſult to the Mother Country, in lieu whereof ſhe 
| gives Protection; this naturally implies Superiority 
ö in her, but does not create any incompatible In- 
| tereſt; And this indeed ſeems to be fo truly our 
| 


— . 
= * — — 
* a 
A ; 
— +. ED 


. — * 


* * _ h as — — 
Led "= = 5 


— 


Caſe, that it is probable, we can never unreaſon- 
ably cramp the Induſtry of our Fellow-Subjects in 
Ireland, without doing manifeſt Injury to the Trade 
of England. Of this many Inſtances might be given, 
but you will find it fully enough proved by the 
quence of thoſe Methods we took with Re» 
| lation, to the Woollen Manufactures of that Coune 
try. And to give you a more perfect View thereof, 
| N it will be neceſſary to lay before you a ſhort Detail 
| of that Affair. ET "5; 
I Trex Wars of Ireland, after the Revolution, end- 


| Ga | ing in the peaceable Settlement of that Country in 
$ | the Year 169 1. People betook themfelves to ſome 
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„ Induſtry. Thus they naturally fell into Breeding 
9 of Cattle and Sheep, and they again manufactur d 
FN Wool, as they had done in the former Reigns. ' But 
the Cheapneſs of all Neceſſaries for Life, and the 
Goodneſs of the Material, enabling them to carry 
| on-theſe Manufactures at eaſier Rates than we could, 
8 it bred ſuch a Jealouſy in us, that in June 1698. 
E | Addreſſes were preſentcd to the King by both Hou- 
6 ſes of Parliament, beſeeching his Majeſty to take 
effectual Meaſures to prevent the Growth of the 
Woollen Manufactures of Ireland, and to turn the 


Wi Skill and Induſtry of the People of that Country 

W | to the Improvement of the Linnen Manufactures, 

1 for the Encouragement whereof they promiſed all 

> Countenance, Favour, and Protection. | 

* [ In conſequence of theſe Addreſſes the Lords Juſti- f 
the 


Seſſion of Parliament in September 1698. a Re- 
3 + commended the Linnen and Hempen Manufacture 
8 ** 23 what would contribute much to People the 
. | Country 


by ces of Ireland, in their Speech at Openin 


[5s] 
© Country, and would be more advantageous to 
© that Kingdom than the Woollen Manufacture, 
<* which: being the ſertled Staple Trade of England, 


© from whence all Foreign Markets are ſapply'd, 


© could never be encourag d in Freland ; whereas the 
* Linnen and Hempen Manufactures would not only 
© be encourag d, as conſiſtent with the Trade of 
« England, but would render the Trade of Ireland 
*© both uſcful and neceſſary to Exgland. | 


HxxRUrON the Commons of treland, fully in- 
clin'd to ſatisfy us in that Matter, Reſolved to regu- 
late their Woollen Trade, after whatever Manner 
might be moſt agreeable to England. To this End they 
had under Conſideration Heads of a Bill to limit the 
Number of Sheep to he kept by any Perſon in that 
Country. But that was not what we ſought after. 
It was not our Buſineſs. to leſſen the Quantity of 
Wool in Ireland, but to prevent the Manufacturing 
of it there, for Foreign Markets. 'Therefore the 
Lords Juſtices and Council, purſuant to Inſtructi- 
ons from England, fram'd Heads of a Bill, whereby. 
four Shillings on the Value of twenty Shillings of 
Old Draperies, and two Shillings on the like Value 
of all New Draperies (except Freezes) was impoſed 
as a new Duty on all thoſe Manufactures of Wool, 
to be exported between the 25th of March 1699, 
and the 25th of March 1702. And although the 
Manufacturers of Ireland petition'd the Parliament 
againſt this Bill, yet it was readily paſs'd into a Law, 
ſo willing were the People of Ireland to remove all 
our Apprehenſions of their rivalling us in this our 
Darling Manufacture. ä | 


Axp it is certain this Duty (which was calculated 


to divert the Manufacturers by Degrees, from the 


Woollen, to the Linnen and Hempen Manufactures) 


' would have effectually prevented the People of Ire» 


land from frequenting the Markets we ſupply'd with 
k "nd Woollen 
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Woollen Manufactures Or, if on Tryal, it had 
prov'd inſufficient, other Methods might have been 
purſued to that End. But we did not wait the Suc- 
cels of this Law. Even the Concurrence of the 
People of Ireland, with the Method propoſed. on the 
Part of England, ſeems to have heighten'd our Jea- 
louſy, by making us imagine the Manufactures of 
Ireland were arrived at a dangerous Pitch of Im- 
provement, fince they could be ſuppoſed capable of 
bearing ſuch an extravagant Duty as was laid on 
them by their own Parliament : And therefore an 
Act was paſſed in England in the Year 1699. prohi- 
biting the Exportation of Woollen Manufactures 
from Ireland to any other Place, but the few Wool 
Ports of England and Wales. But ſuch Importa- 
tions being left liable to Duties laid on Cloaths, Ec. 
by Acts antecedent to this I am now ſpeaking of, 
that Part of the Woollen Trade which our Legiſla- 
ture ſeem'd willing to allow to the People of Ire- 
land, became impracticable. 
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By this Means, it is true, we ſubverted the 


i. Woollen Manufactures of Ireland, but it is appre- 
i hended we, at the ſame Time, rais'd more formida- 
lh ble Enemies to our Trade. For Numbers of Work- 
it men being at once depriv'd of Employment, were 

. drove out of Jreland to ſeek their Bread in other 
ft | Countries, as the Flemings were formerly forced into 
8 England, and being encourag'd (eſpecially by France) 
5 to ſer up their Trades, we were ſoon deprived of 


ſeveral Markets for our Woollen Goods, to the 
very great. Detriment of the general Commerce of 
England. 


1 Ir is probable theſe Miſchiefs could not have 
Mm. ! been brought upon us, had not Means been 
. found to carry great Quantities of Wool from Eng- 
ae land and Ireland to the Foreign Factories. But no 
„ Prohibition could prevent the Material from follow- 
in, | 2 Ing 
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ing the Manufacturer, when ſufficient Profit was 
allow'd ro compenſate for the Risk of the Exporter. 
And it is certain, that though no Part of Euro 
yields ſuch large Quantities of Wool, proper fie 
fine, neat Draperies, as England and Ireland: Yet 
Spain has finer Wool than ours ; and all Countries 
afford ſome Sort of Wool, which, though much 
coarſer, anſwers the Uſe of their common People, 
and when mixed with Wool of theſe Kingdoms, 
ſerves for ſeveral Sorts of Manufactures fit for gene- 
ral Uſe in all Countries. So that we find, by ſad 
Experience, that we acted too precipitately in de- 
ſtroying, inſtead of regulating the Woollen Trade 
of Ireland ; and mw the beſt Remedy we can 
apply to the Miſchief thereby brought upon our- 
ſelves, is to tread back the Steps wherein we have ſo 
long wander'd. 


I wouLD not have you from hence imagine, that 
I think it proper to allow the Exportation of Wool- 
len Manufactures from Ireland, to any other Parts 
but England ; for that is not my Purpoſe. On the 
contrary, the Advantages arifing from the Woollen 
Trade, are what we ought to confine as much as 
poſſible to England. In order to which it may be 
worth conſidering, whether by the Aſſiſtance of 
Ireland, we might not recover thoſe Branches of 
our 'Trade, out of which the French and other Na- 
tions have very near beat us, by the Cheapneſs of 
their Labour. And if, to effect this, it may appear 
neceſſary to ſhew ſome Favour to the Poor of Ire 
land, we ought not to grudge it to them. 


Tur you may have a more perſect View of the 
State of this Caſe, I muſt entreat you to caſt your 
Eyes on the following Abſtracts, taken out of the 
Cuſtom-houſe Books of Ireland. 
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Tur Firſt is an Abſtract of the Woollen Manu- 
factures and Wool exported in five Years imme- 
diately before the Revolution ; and it appears from 
thence, that though the People of Ireland had made 
ſome Progreſs in the Woollen Manufacture, yet in 
the Year of their greateſt Exports, viz. Auno 1687, 
the Value of all their Manufactures (except Yarn 
that came to Euglaud) did not exceed 7o,521 J. 
14 5. and of that Sum 56,485 J. 16 5s. was in Freezes, 
a Manufacture we never trouble our Heads with, 
and 2,520 J. 18. 85. in coarſe Jriſþ Stockings, both 
amounting to 59.006 J. 14 s. ; ſo that the old and 
new Draperies, which alone could interfere with our 
Trade, did not exceed 11,5141. 10 5. And it is 
obſervable, that more Wool and Yarn was brought 
into England that Year, than in any of the preced- 
ing Years ; from whence it is evident, that our Ma- 


nufactures increaſed, in Proportion as the Trade of 


Ireland proſper'd. 


Tux next Abſtract is of the Exports of Woollen 
Manufactures and Wool, for five Years after the 


War in Ireland. And by comparing theſe Abſtracts 
together you will perceive ; 


Firſt, Tnar the People of Ireland had not, in 
the Year 1697) being the Year before we com- 
plain'd of rheir Manufactures, recover'd above one 


third Part of the Woollen 'Trade which they had 
before the War. 


Secondly, Tuna as before, ſo after the Revolu- 
tion, the Manufactures exported from Ireland, 
were moſtly Freezes and coarſe Stockings, where- 


in we very little employ ourſelves for Foreign 
Markets, 


Thirdly, 


| 
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[12 ] 
Thirdly, Tuar in Proportion as the People of 
Ireland improv'd in theſe ManufaQtures, ſo the 


Quantities of Wool and Yarn exported from thence 
to England increas'd. 


Axp perhaps you will, from theſe Obſervations, 
conclude, that ſince we thought proper to graſp at 
all this Trade, and declare our Jealouſy of even our 
Fellow- Subjects of Ireland enjoying ſuch a ſmall 
Pittance of it, it had been more prudent to have 
proceeded by Methods proper to turn the Induſtry 
of the People of Ireland, by Degrees, from the 
Woollen, to other Manufactures, than to have 
followed the Courſe we took with them. 


IT is true, that for ſome few Years after we had 
deftroy'd the Woolten Manufactures of Ireland, we 
ſeem'd to engroſs all that Trade; but this Appear- 
ance of Benefit abated, as the Foreign Factories, 
which were rais'd out of the Ruins of the Iriſh, ac- 
quired Strength; and Means were contriv'd to draw 
the Material after the Manufacturers. This is but 
too evidently our Caſe ; however, to ſhew you how 
it ſtands with Regard to Ireland, it may not be im- 
proper to give you ſome Abſtracts of the Wool and 


Yarn exported from thence for England, in ſeveral 
Periods of Time. 


Ann, firſt, for the four Years after the Deſtruc- 


tion of the Jriſþ Manufactures, we find Exported, 
Viz. x 1 : 


CY Year - 


[12]. 


— 


| Wool, Stones Yarn, Stones Total Wool 
at 18 Ib. | at 18 lb. | and Yarn. 
1700 336,292 | 26,617 |. 362, 909 
Flͤ:ear end- 100 302,812 | 23,390 | 326,202 
it ing Chriſt- | | 
4 mas 1702 315,473 | 43,648 |. 359,121 
F 1703 360,862 | 36,873 | 397,725 
N Totals for * ** 
i Years 1,315,439 | 130,528 [1,445,967 
11 Medium for 3 | | 
; | each Year 7 : FO 32,632 361,4914| 


9 The next Abſtract of the Exports of the Wool 
| and Yarn is for four Years, taken at the Time of 
the Peace of Utrecht, viz. For the Years 


un 


> a Stone: Yam, Stone Total Wool 

i at 18 Ib. at 18 1b. | and Yarn. 

| j | I71I| 310,136 | 55,293 | 365,409 

\ Ending 1712 263,946 60,108 | 324,054 

7 — 17130 171,871 | 68,548 240,419 

| F | | 1714 | 147,153 | $8,147 | 205,300 
; 0 | 1 4 "= 893,196 | 242, 76 1,135, 182 | 
21 223,276 60,519 283, 79 %% | 


2 
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21 Ax the following Abſtracts is for the Years end- 
Ml ing at Chriſtmas 17129 ; viz. * 
. k 
= Wool, Stone:] Yarn, 8 Wool | 
9 at 18 lb. at 18 lb. and Yarn. 
* 7026] 51,397 | $1,261 | 138,632 
5 Year end- 152 
| ing Chrif- 1727| $8,182 | 72,047 | 130,229 | 
5 mas 1728] 49,784 80,428 130,212 
by 1729] 38,667 | 91,854 | 130,521 
914 Totals for four i 
| Years 198,004 | 331,590 | 529,594 
bo 8 5 49,501 1 132,398. 


Tuvus it appears, that the Imports of Wool from 
Tool Ireland gradually decreas d from the Year 1103 to 
rn. this time; and tis worth obſerving, ſince it ſeems to 

| point out the Cauſe of this Decreaſe, that imme- 
diately on the Peace of Utrecht, the Exports of 


,09 Wool from Ireland to England fell ſhort of what 

they were during the War: Inſomuch, that the 

54 Decreaſe from the Year 1711 to the Year 1914, 

was 162,983 Stones; which, it is more than probable, 
119 found its Way into France. | 

300 Axp from theſe Abſtracts it appears, that the 


Difference between the Total of Wool and Yarn 
exported in the Year 1703 and 1729, is 267,214 


182| | Stones ; ſo that upon the Whole we may conclude, 
J that as we before obſerv'd, the Trade of England 
795 increas d, and our Imports of Wool from Ireland 


grew 


7 
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reater, in proportion, as the People of Ireland 
Prove in their coarſe ManufaQtures : So we have 
diminiſh'd in our Imports of Wool from Ireland, 
and, I am afraid, in our Manufactures at Home, 
and our Foreign Trade alſo, in a very ſtrong 
Degree, ever ſince we deſtroy'd the Woollen Manu- 
factures of freland. So true it is, that England can 
never fall into Meafures for unreaſonably cramping 
the Induſtry of the People of Ireland, without doing 


herſelf the greateſt Prejudice. 


Ir remains now to confider the moſt proper 
Method to retrieve our Woollen Manufacture from 
the Miſchiefs brought upon it, by paſt Miſtakes in our 
Conduct, with reſpect to Ireland : And in order to 
make the better Judgment of this Matter, it is 
neceſſary to lay before you a State of the Hardſhips 
laid on the fair Dealer in Wool and Yarn imported 
from Ireland, that you may ſee the Laws which en- 
forc'd thoſe Difficulties, have thereby given Encou- 
ragement to the Clandeſtine 'Trader. 8 

1 

Tux Duty on a Stone of Wool exported } / 

from treland, was, by an Hriſþ Stat. 14, 0 ol 3 

15 Car. II, Cap. g. — 
Tur Charge of Licence ſrom the Lord 

Lieutenant of Ireland, with Fees, Ec. a- go oo 5 

mount to about 


By limiting the Exportation of Wool 
from Jre}and to a few Ports, there is an 
extraordinary Charge created on each Stoneg ? 2? 5 
of Wool exported for England, of about— 


Axp as the Tmportation of Wool from 
Ireland is reſtrain'd to a few Ports in Eng- 
land and Wales, this creates an tories © ©0 3 


nary Expence on each Stone of Wool 
equal to about — . 


—ͤͤ X ——— 


In all © 2 4 
per 


-* 
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Wool. However, Yarn imported from Ireland, is 
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per Stone, which the Clandeſtine Trader avoids, 


This may therefore be accounted a Profit he acquir'd 
by the Law of the Land, to compenſate for the 
Riſque he runs. And as the Price of Wool in the 
Farmers Hands in Ireland, by a Medium, from the 
Year 1703 to 1729, did not exceed 65s. 6d. per 
Stone; this Premium, if I may fo call it, amounted 
to above 36 per Cent. It muſt not therefore ſeem 
ſtrange, that Men turn'd their Thoughts to con- 
trive Means of reaping this Benefit, eſpecially 
when they were invited to it, by other Encou- 
ragements in the Countries to which they carry'd 
the Wool. 


A pur Conſideration of this Matter prevail'd with 
his Majeſty to paſs an Act the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment in Ireland, whereby the Duty on Wool exported 
from that Kingdom to Eugland, was taken off. 
Thus the Clandeſtine Trader is depriv'd of part of 
the Advantages he had over the Fair Dealer : And 
when more Ports are open'd in Ireland and England 
for Exporting and Importing Wool, it is evident, 
the Fair Dealer will be put on a more equal Foot of 
Trade than formerly, and this will of Courſe prove 
a great Obſtruction to the Running of Wool from 
Ireland. 


Tux next Article that requires our Attention, is, 
the Woollen-Yarn imported from Ireland. This 
Produce of the Labour of the Poor of that Country 
has always been found uſeful to us in carrying on 
of our ManufaQtures; yet, I know not by what 
Policy, it has been charg'd with Duties, both on 
the Exportation from Ireland, and Importation to 
England. But the Duty payable in Jre/and was re- 
leaſed by the ſame Act which took off the Duty of 


{ill 


| ©, 2 By 6 1 
ſtill liable to a Duty here of 95. 6d. per Cent. that 
| i is, on each Stone of 18 1b. about o 01 6 


10 Ap it is liable to the Charge of Li- 

Jil cence, and the Inconveniency of a few 

10 Ports for Exportation and Importation, Do or 1 

171 amounting on each Stone, as by the former 

1 Computation on the Wool, to about —— 
9 In all o oz 7 

per Stone of 181b. Weight. So that each Pack 

of Yarn weighing 240 lb. is liable to a Charge of 

11. 155. 6d. 


| Turk are different Values of Iriſh Yarn, ſome 
i being finer than others, but all are liable to the 
FF: ſame Duty. However, as Woollen Yarn, of which 
Cloths for general Exportation are made, is uſually 
fold at about g/. 105. per Pack, it appears, that 
the aforeſaid Charge thereon amounts to about 18 
per Cent. and this Charge on the fineſt Yarn falls but 
ſhort of 9 per Cent. So that we ought not to he- 
ſitate at eaſing our Trade from this Burthen. 
Our own Intereſt calls upon us ſo to do; and the 
Policy of France, who finding [ Now that the Duty 
on Wool exported from Ireland to England is taken 
off ] ſhe cannot get raw Wool as formerly, admits 
the Importation of Yarn, which before ſhe would 
not receive, makes it abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould 
give this Eaſe to the Importation of Ir;/b Yarn, in 


| order to prevent our Rivals from reaping the Benefit * 
| which is to be made of the Wool and Labour of the | 
Poor of Ireland, I; 
d 


Bur it is objected, That as by falling into theſe o. 
8 Gourſes, larger Quantities of Wool will be imported Is 
F from Ireland than formerly ; fo the Price of that 

Commodity will be thereby lowered amongſt us, and ge. 


conſequently the Value of our Land abated. 2 Bn: 
t 


".D 


[ 17 1 
that by admitting Iri/þ Yarn Duty-free, we ſhall de- 

prive our Poor of a great Means of their Subſiſtance. 
Theſe, it muſt be confeſs d, are popular Objections, 

and apt to take with Men who conſider this Matter 

ſuperficially ; but when they are duly weigh'd, they 

will be found altogether i Nay, it will 

1 appear, that encouraging of our Manufactures in 
theſe Particulars, muſt, on the contrary, raiſe the 


* 


82 Price of our Wool, and give fuller Employment to 

7 our Poor. 

ck 

of To make this appear, it is neceſſary to obſerve, 
that every Stone of Wool clandeſtinely exported 
from Ireland, enables our Rivals in the Woollen 

me Trade, to work up two Stones more of their coarſe 

— Hairy Wool, into a Manufacture which ſupplants us 


In Foreign Markets, Conſequently, if there are 
ally } 200,000 Stones of Wool clandeſtinely exported from 
that reland ; then it follows, that we loſe by that pernicious 

rade, not only the Benefit of manufacturing thoſe 
but | oo, ooo Stones of Iriſb Wool, and the conſequential 


> he= Yrofits thereon, but our Farmers loſe a Demand for 
then. oo, ooo Stones more, and our Manufacturers are 
d the privd of Employment in working up this Quantity 
Duty Wool alſo. And thus it is, that the Clandeſtine 
_ xportation of Wool has always lower'd the Value 
ami 


Engliſh Wool, by deſtroying our 'Trade, robbing 
r Poor of Employment, and depriving our Farmers 
a Demand for double the Quantity of Wool 


In, and transferring all theſe Benefits to other 
duntries. 


Ir therefore we can prevent this deſtructive Trade, 
d thereby bring tae Wool of Ireland, ſuppole 
0,000 Stoncs more than formerly, into England ; 
Is evident, that tho? this increaſes the Quantity of 
ool in England, vet as it reſtores to us a more ex- 
qded Trade, and a Demand for Manufactures to 


And made, not only by theſe 200, ooo Stones of Wool, 
that * *. D but 


. 
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Our own Intereſt calls upon us ſo to do; and the 
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ſtill liable to a Duty here of 9s. 6 d. per Cent. that 
is, on each Stone of 18 1b. about ——— 0 or 6 


AnD it is liable to the Charge of Li- 

cence, and the Inconveniency of a fe? 
Ports for Exportation and Importation, Do ol 1 
amounting on each Stone, as by the former * 
Computation on the Wool, to about —— 
9 | In all © oz 5 
per Stone of 18 lb. Weight. So that each Pack 
of Yarn weighing 240 lb. is liable to a Charge of 
1 J. 155. 6d. 


THrexE are different Values of Iriſþ Yarn, ſome 
being finer than others, but all are liable to the 
ſame Duty. However, as Woollen Yarn, of which 
Cloths for general Exportation are made, is uſually 
fold at about 91. 10 5. per Pack, it appears, that 
the aforeſaid Charge thereon amounts to about 18 
per Cent. and this Charge on the fineſt Yarn falls but 
ſhort of 9 per Cent. So that we ought not to he- 
ſitate at eaſing our 'Trade from- this Burthen. 


Policy of France, who finding [ Now that the Duty 
on Wool exported from Ireland to England is taken 
off] ſhe cannot get raw Wool as formerly, admits 
the Importation of Yarn, which before ſhe would " 
not receive, makes it abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould 
give this Eaſe to the Importation of Ir;ſb Yarn, in 
order to preyent our Rivals from reaping the Benefit 
which is to be made of the Wool and Labour of the 
Poor of Ireland. Is 


Bur it is objected, That as by falling into theſe 
Gourſes, larger Quantities of Wool will be imported 
from Ireland than formerly; ſo the Price of that 
Commodity will be thereby lowered amongſt us, and 
conſequently the Value of our Land abated. A no 
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that by admitting Iriſb Yarn Duty-free, we ſhall 
. prive our Poor of a great Means of their Subſiſtance, 
Theſe, it muſt be confeſs'd, are popular Objections, 
and apt to take with Men who conſider this Matter 
ſuperficially; but when they are duly weigh'd, they 
will be found altogether Jonatha Nay, it will 
* appear, that encouraging of our Manufactures in 
theſe Particulars, muſt, on the contrary, raiſe the 


_ Price of our Wool, and give fuller Employment to 
7 our Poor. | 
ck | | 
of To make this appear, it is neceſſary to obſerve, 
hat every Stone of Wool clandeſtinely exported 
from Ireland, enables our Rivals in the Woollen 
me Trade, to work up two Stones more of their coarſe 
the airy Wool, into a Manufacture which ſupplants us 
wich n Foreign Markets, Conſequently, if there are 
ally 00,000 Stones of Wool clandeſtinely exported from 


that - M-e/and ; then it follows, that we loſe by that pernicious 
W rade, not only the Benefit of manufacturing thoſe 
Joo, ooo Stones of Jriſþ Wool, and the conſequential 


he- Wrofits thereon, but our Farmers loſe a Demand for 
then. oo, ooo Stones more, and our Manufacturers are 
1 rhe priv'd of Employment in working up this Quantity 
Duty Wool alſo. And thus it is, that the Clandeſtine 
_ xportation of Wool has always lower'd the Value 
dmi 


Engliſh Wool, by deſtroying our 'Trade, robbing 
r Poor of Employment, and depriving our Farmers 
a Demand for double the Quantity of Wool 


„and transferring all theſe Benefits to other 
duntries. | 


Ir therefore we can prevent this deſtructive Trade, 
chereby bring the Wool of Ireland, ſuppoſe 
ooo Stones more than formerly, into England ; 
ideat, that tho? this increaſes the Quantity of 
bo! in England, yet as it reſtores to us a more ex 
ded Trade, and a Demand for Manufactures to 
Made, not ogly by theſe 200,000 Stones of Wool, 


9 
*1 


be de by 4n000 Stones more of our Weiz ti 
4} " moſt raiſe, inſtead of lowering: the Price of the Wo 


7 


As to the Objection, that the admitting of Ii 
Yarns Duty: free will deprive our Poor of Employs 
mene, the contrary will appear on a full Examings 
tion af this ion. Itgnay, indeed be allow'd; 


1128 thav.if we cquſd engroſi all this Trade, and were frei 
„ ro the Danger of being ſupplanted therein "by 
de dions, we might graſp at every the minuteſ 

| Ee, be Weclles Manufacture, and be regardleſ 
„den Res de make them up: But Expo 


75 ee hath, taught us ther Things, and we ought 
8 ehe fully cempind d, het our Neighbours daily e 
| "72 "erpach on this Branch of our Trade. But if » 
prevent their i ene Wool or Yarn of [relant 
1 Cammerce, to the gene 

| And as thereby we ih 
| et man more Hands in eve 
| Branch of this Manufacture; ſo it is neceſſary 'v 
| ſhould employ the Poor of Ireland in ſpinning thel 
Wool, which was formerly caryy'd out of that King 
| dom into other Countries. And as the Article 
I's Spinning is an inconſiderable Part of the Woolk 
Manufacture, when compar'd with the other valuabl 
Trades it employs, we ought, in Prudence, to d 
charge the Duties which were formerly laid on ll 
Importation of Yarn from Jrelaud, that theft 
we way not only make it their Intereſt to pt 
vent the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool, but 
gain ſeveral Employments for our People whi_h: 
muſt of courſe be transferr'd to other Nations W4 
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they can draw over to them the Yarn of Ireland. F-. 
Tuus then it appears, that the Importatiol . 


large Quantities: of Wool and Yarn from e 
"Inſtead of lowering the Price of Wool, and dep 
our Poor of Employment, will have contrary Bll 
2 | 5 


«ATE © 18 
t remains ee to . 2 = 

tan be apply'd to prevent andeſtine Exporta- 
tion of Wool from Ireland; and for my part, I cans 
not conceive there is any Neceſſity for more penal 
Laws to this End. 'Thoſe already enacted, are as 
Employs rigorous as can be well invented, bus they have not 
amin hitherto had the deſir d Effect, becauſe the Advan- 
allow tages which the Clandeſtine Trader had over the Fair 
were fret Dealer, were ſufficient to temp h 
ercin hy pernicious Traffick. If therefo 
minute which amounted to 35 per Cent.” 
egardleſſi away, this will prove a more effe&ua 
t Ex miſchievous Practice of Running, We 


| wo N 
8 © 
Wool; i 
he oo : 
» > * 4 


of 65 


eſe Advantages, 
totally taken 
heck to the 
than any 


re ought} further compulſory Laws, which the more- penal they 
daily e ae, the leſs effectual they generally prove. | 
ut if wall | 
 Irelant Bur if any new Lawis though neceſſary; 1 


to be free from Expences, Inconveniericics,” of Hard- 

'{ſhips0n the Clothier, or the Grower of Wool; for 
chat you will readily perceive it is our Intereſt to 
eaſe our Woollen Manufactures from Burthens, and 
unneceſſary Reſtriction? And not to ſubject them to 
more Inconveniengies*efpecially ſuch as will either 

diſgourage the Importgtion of the Material, or ob- 
the producing thereof among us. 


e genert 
we hi 


1 5 ire ſome of the Thoughts which at this 
have occur d to me on the preſent Condition of 
Woollen Manufactures with reſpect to Ireland ; 
gif what I have ſaid on this Subject contributes 
Way to cure the Evil with which our general 
WF 4 Commerce is infected, I ſhall think the Pains I have 
on, 138 on this Occaſion very well beſtow d. | 


J am, &c. 


